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The Waynesville R-VI School District 
celebrated the receipt of a $1,250,000  
grant – one of the largest in the district’s 
history – from the Department of 
Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) 
Friday morning at Freedom Elementary 
with fourth and fifth graders and 
dignitaries present for the event. 

Col. Thomas Duncan II, the Assistant 
Commandant of the U.S. Army 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and 
Nuclear School at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Mo., served as the keynote speaker, 
along with Missouri Military Advocate 
Joe Driskill. 

“Our students will benefit throughout 
their lifetime from the opportunities this 
grant will afford them,” said Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent. “As both Col. 
Duncan and Mr. Driskill noted, studying 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) will benefit students as 
they prepare for multiple careers. It’s 
obvious that our students are interested 
in these fields by their attentiveness 
during the celebration today.” 

The DoDEA grant will help fund 
Waynesville R-VI’s Project EDGE 
(Educating our Digital Generation 
Effectively) through May 2023 and 
provide: 

- robotics and coding clubs at 
  multiple grade levels. 
- STEM-focused classrooms 
- virtual learning classrooms 
- personalized learning paths 
  online using the Edmentum 
  Learning Platform
More than three-fourths of 

Waynesville R-VI students are 
military impacted.  

“The problem-solving skills 
that students learn through 

$1,250,000 grant celebrated at Freedom
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Students demonstrated 
robotics, the WHS 
Jazz Band performed 
and Col. Thomas 
Duncan II, the 
Assistant Commandant 
of the U.S. Army 
Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, and 
Nuclear School at 
Fort Leonard Wood, 
Mo., served as the 
keynote speaker, along 
with Missouri Military 
Advocate Joe Driskill. 



these grant-funded programs are portable; 
students will learn how to think through 
situations and develop solutions,” Henry 
said. “This grant’s impact will be far-
reaching because as our military students 
move away, they will take the skills with 
them.”  

Students, including members of the 
Leaping Legos team and members of the 
VEX Robotics Team at WHS, demonstrated 
their robotics projects and talked about the 
problems they work to solve. The LEAP 
teachers are Laura Storie, Vicki Thomas and 
Amanda Starnes; Nick Parmley coaches the 
VEX Robotic Team.

Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent 
of instructional services, authored the grant. 
Tina Rowden will serve as the project 
director for the grant and Courtney Long, 
the director of community resources and 
grant management, will help oversee its 
implementation. 

Dignitaries attending the event included 
Col. Thomas Duncan II, Missouri Military 
Advocate Joe Driskill, St. Robert Mayor 
Dr. George Lauritson, Waynesville Mayor 
Luge Hardman, Fort Leonard Wood Deputy 
Garrison Commander Kathy Aydt, Rachel 
Gilroy for Rep. Vicky Hartzler, Freedom 
Elementary’s PIE Partners, the 169th 
Engineer Battalion and the U.S. Navy 
Detachment, Kent Thomas and Dorsey 
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Newcomb of LWI, and the following 
members of the Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education: Treasurer Dan Deering, Mike 
Keeling and Janet Crider. 

In addition to those already named above, 
the following district administrators attended: 
Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of 
personnel services, and Dr. Chris Berger, 
assistant superintendent of operational 
services. 

A special thanks to Freedom Elementary 
and their leadership team and staff for 
providing support for today’s celebration, 
Tim Wallace for developing a video to 

explain the DoDEA grant and the 
Waynesville High School Jazz 
Band, under the direction of Jim 
Stockmann, for providing music 
before and after the event. 



Grace Rodger, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary 
Student of the Month for November. She was honored on 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2018, at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting.

Rodger, the daughter of James and Jessica Rodger, is an 
outstanding student at WMDS. She was named to the “A” 
Honor Roll her 7th grade year and was inducted in the National 
Junior Honor Society. She is currently serving as vice president 
for National Junior Honor Society and currently holds a 4.0 
GPA. Rodger plays the clarinet for the WMDS Advanced Band 
and is taking high school courses in Algebra 1 and Spanish 
1. She is known for her caring personality, kindness to others 
and determination to succeed.  Her career goal is to become a 
psychiatrist.

Chavell Mcgee, a senior at Waynesville High School, has 
been named the Rotary November Student of the Month for 
WHS. Mcgee was presented with a plaque by Wayne Strochein, 
president of the Pulaski County Rotary Club on Nov. 20 during 
the Nov. 20 meeting. 

Mcgee is the daughter of Chenell Garner and is described by 
her teachers as being trustworthy, a hard worker, always eager 
to help and caring. Garner plans to pursue a career in the health 
services field, most likely as a nurse. 

Rodger named WMDS Student of Month for November 2018

Mcgee named WHS Student 
of the Month for November

K8 Funding group presented a total of $18,240.50 to Waynesville 
Schools and the Waynesville R-VI School District Foundation on 
Nov 27. Half went to the foundation and the other half went to 
Waynesville’s Pre-K through 6th grade schools, split between the 
schools, based on the number of K8 discount cards each school sold.  

Rich Hodits presented the checks on behalf of K8 to Dr. Chris 
Berger, teasurer of the foundation. 

The Waynesville R-VI School District Foundation provides grants 
for teachers to use in their classroom and scholarships for students. 
The foundation is part of the Community Foundation of the Ozarks.  

K8 provides checks totaling $18,240.50

The Waynesville High School Chamber Choir will be 
performing from 7:55 to 8:25 p.m. Friday, Nov. 30, in the 
Missouri Governor’s Mansion.

The 32 students are under the direction of WHS Choir 
Director Cydnee Gilmore.  

WHS choir to perform at Governor’s Mansion
 Candlelight tours are open to the public and will be taking 

place at the Governor’s Mansion from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 30, and noon to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 1. (Please note 
no backpacks are allowed.) The Missouri Governor’s Mansion 
is located at 100 Madison St., in Jefferson City.



When it comes to teaching complicated 
calculations in his physics class, Waynesville 
High School’s Nick Parmley likes to turn it 
into a game – one in which he is sometimes 
the target. Parmley’s physics students assigned 
him a walking speed and calculated when they 
should drop a water balloon in order to strike 
him. The drop station was located at the top 
of the bleachers at Tiger Stadium and Parmley 
didn’t walk away dry. Photos appear in this 
week’s I in the Tiger that was sent via mail to 
Waynesville R-VI patrons.

Water balloon 
hits its target – 
the teacher

Photo by Hannah Bailey, WHS yearbook student

Waynesville Middle School 
student Daniel Valentino 
auditioned and was accepted into 
the bass section of the American 
Choral Directors Association 
National Honor Choir. 

The honor choir will meet 
and perform during the 2019 
National American Choral 
Directors Association Conference 
in downtown Kansas City 
from Feb. 27-March 2, 2019. 
The performance will be at 
the Kauffman Center for the 
Performing Arts.

 Valentino is under the direction 
of Dustin Griffin, the WMDS 
choir teacher.

 

Middle school 
student receives 
national honor

Waynesville High School will send three students to All-State Choir this year – 
Kathryn Blau, Christian Gervacio and Ladarion Hardison. They are under the direction 
of Cydnee Gilmore, WHS choir director.

The All-State Choir will meet, rehearse and perform at the Missouri Music 
Educator’s Conference at Tan-Tar-A, which will be held Jan. 23-26, 2019.

Students who made the District Honor Choir were eligible to audition for the All 
State Choir on Nov. 13.

WHS to send 3 to All-State Choir

The Leaping Legos Robotics 
Team, made up of students 
from the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, competed in 
Rolla on Saturday, Nov. 17, 
and qualified to go to State 
on Dec. 8, 2018.



Sixth graders will be the first to pilot a 1:1 technology device 
to student program that will allow students to take home 
Chromebooks starting in January 2019.

The program is called EDGE – Educating our Digital 
Generation Effectively.

“We are excited that we will be able to extend the classroom 
outside of the school and that our sixth graders will be able to 
take home the devices,” said Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 
“Teachers have been participating in professional development 
to learn how to incorporate lessons involving technology so that 
the Chromebooks are more than word processors – that they are 
tools to advance student learning.”

The district plans to continue expanding the EDGE program 
until all students in grades 6-12 have access to a technology 
device that they may take home by January 2020. Students in 
grades 3-5 will have cart-based Chromebooks that will remain 
at school.

“We are rolling these out strategically, so that we make wise 
use of our resources,” said Mike Henson, director of curriculum 

Chromebooks to go home with 6th graders in pilot 
program; expansion to grades 7-12 planned

and instructional 
technology.

Funds from 
Proposition 1, passed 
in April 2017, are 
helping to speed up the 
process. In addition 
to keeping the district 
eligible for Federal 
B-2 Heavily Impacted 
Aid, Prop 1 provides 
$600,000 annually in 
new local revenue for 
safety. In addition, the 
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) grant (see 
page 1) will help support this program.

Sixth grade parents who want to allow their children to 
take home a Chromebook will need to attend an EDGE parent 
meeting. During the meetings, Mr. Henson will discuss the 
EDGE Parent/Student Handbook, along with the Chromebook 
Insurance Plan.

The dates, times and locations for the remaining meetings for 
parents of sixth graders are

o Dec. 10: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. WSGC Gymnasium
o Dec. 18: 5 – 6 p.m. WSGC Gymnasium

At Waynesville High 
School’s Kindness Week 
assembly, two student 
government members pour a 
tub full of slime over Principal 
Randy Luebbert. The student 
body raised nearly $190 to 
support an incoming freshman 
who had recently been 
diagnosed with cancer.

 Afterwards Luebbert 
commented, “Every year 
that I’ve been principal, I’ve 
always had my students put 
me in some kind of hilariously 
embarrassing situation. If 
it’s for a good cause, and it’s 
something fun to do, then I’m 
happy to participate.”

WHS principal 
gets “slimed” 

Photos and story by WHS 
yearbook student, Allie Free.

The newly established Beta Club at 
Waynesville High School has received 
the National Beta School of Distinction 
award. Pictured are Beta Club member 
Gunner Rees and WHS Beta Club 
President Madeline Whitten.



Waynesville’s JROTC Drill Team took home 2nd place in 
its first drill competition of the season (November - April) on 
Saturday, Nov. 17, at Branson Mo, posting a 2nd place overall 
finish in Color Guard and Armed Regulation.  

“Our Drill Team did very well for the first time on the floor, 
against a field of many very competitive drill teams,” said Col. 
(Ret.) Charles Williams, senior Army instructor, JROTC.

Ben Pollman finished 4th in the Individual Drill Down (IDD), 
and Jesse Whittaker finished 3rd in IDD in a field of more than 
300 cadets.

The drill team will compete at Ozark, Mo., on Dec 1.

JROTC Drill Team takes 2nd

The JROTC Raider Team was recognized during the Nov. 19 Board of 
Education meeting for placing 6th overall at the U.S. Army Cadet Command 
JROTC Raider National Championships. Team members are Draydon Raef-
Captain, Liam Welch, Kay Byrom, Shawn Berrios, Alyssia Warren, John Cotto, 
Chris Grimes, Andrea Trudell, Caroline Pack, Mikyla Brauer, Cordelia Peter, 
Zach Gorenflo and Ryan Cross.

Miss Missouri, 
Katelyn 
Lewis, spoke 
with East 
Elementary 
students on 
Nov. 30, 2018 
about the 
importance 
of leaving a 
positive digital 
footprint. 



The 2018-19 Waynesville Boys Basketball Team:  front and second rows, Shen 
Butler-Lawson, Gunner Rees, Jacob Evans, Edward Huling, Zeke Rogers, Tahja 
Stewart, Carson Cavalier, AJ Martin; third row, Eric Morriss, Salim Allen, Jayden 
Smith, Jared Hyatt, and in back, AJ Hyndman, Mike Lewis, Hunter O’Neil, Hunter 
Poole, Linus Dirkman and Damon Morris. The Tigers are playing tonight in 
Sullivan. 

Waynesville landed five spots on this year’s All-District Football 
Team, which is voted on by members of the Missouri Sportswriter 
and Sportscasters Central District. 

Only one team is selected, so all are first teamers. This year, the 
media added another position for those running backs who catch 
passes and receivers used in the end-arounds and jet sweeps. It’s 
the all-purpose position, and that’s where junior RB Shen Butler-
Lawson of the Tigers was named. Butler-Lawson was also named to 
the 2nd Team All-Ozark Conference as a RB earlier in November. 
Also voted to the offensive team was senior offensive lineman 
Maximo Reyes. Reyes also earned 2nd Team All-Conference honors 
as a linemen. The defensive team included three Tigers with senior 
FS Maleek Hopper leading the way. Hopper also earned the only 
1st Team All-Ozark Conference honors for Waynesville football 
this season. Senior outside linebacker Michael Cassidy and junior 
cornerback Kevin Poinsette were also named to the All-District 
team. Cassidy was named to the 2nd Team All-Ozark Conference 
Squad and Poinsette was Honorable Mention on the All-Ozark 
Conference team.

5 WHS football players 
named to All-District Team

Mike Freeman of Sellers Sexton presented a check to 
Athletic Director Cory Ace and Head Football Coach 
Joe Haynes in the amount of $725, representing $25 
for each of the 29 touchdowns the Tigers scored this 
fall. 

The fall sports awards are as 
follows: 

Girls Tennis:  Heather Emerson, 1st 
team all-conference

Boys Swim:  Joshua Adank, State 
Qualifier

Girls Cross Country: Madelyn 
Newsom, 2nd team

Boys Cross Country: Luke 
Morrison, 1st team

Volleyball: Gracie Hutchison, 2nd 
team all-conference;

and Shelby Wardin, honorable 
mention all-conference

Softball: Abby Hillman, honorable 
mention, all-conference utility player 
and Callie Zarcone, honorable mention 
all-conference pitcher

Soccer:  Isaac Swanson,1st team 
all-conference; David Havlin, 2nd team 
all-conference; and Ryan Wilburn,  
honorable mention all-conference

Fall sports 
awards


